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politicians, one hundred and eighty military men, sixty religious
people, forty-five physicians, and ten justices."
"Huh, you know very well that such reports are always magnified
for obvious reasons—"
"But, Marquis, the proof of the Socialist strength was revealed in
their protest against the attempted increase of carfares in Tokyo last
March. As a result, the companies' petitions to raise the three-sen fare
to five sen were rejected by the Department of Home Affairs and the
Municipal Assembly of Tokyo enacted laws so that the city could
purchase the systems."
"Huh, had I known that the companies planned to raise the fare
from three to five sen for no good reason, I myself would have had
the Home Minister refuse to consider die application. Socialists or no
Socialists, don't you think the car line owners were outrageous?"
Genro Ito played with his goat beard for a while. Then, with the
air of a 'big brother,' he said: 'Well, the companies were too greedy,
but it's better for the country and for you to smash the radicals before
they get too strong."
"You must remember, Genro, that the free play of discussions and
thoughts is the only way to revitalize and rejuvenate our minds and
keep us constantly moving forwards—"
"What?" Ito raised his eyebrows.
"Let me finish this." Saionji was stubborn. "Now, as I look back on
the Restoration and immediately afterwards, our amazing progress
was chiefly due to the same practice. In the name of His Majesty, the
leaders, representing people of varied conditions, mental attainments,
origin and ability, merged to push their country forward.
"You must admit that those Four Sages, as you call our great leaders,
for instance, could not have done as much for the country had they
been selfish, prejudiced and unco-operative,"
"Are you telling us Genros what to do?" Ito said sardonically.
"No, I'm not— Now, Fm afraid that we are once more becoming
politically, socially and economically stereotyped. You Choshu and
Satsuma leaders—Fm one of your henchmen also—with but one politi-
cal and social outlook, the totalitarian concept, despite the Imperial
Constitution, have held the country in your grip for a generation. For
the sake of His Majesty and for the average man, this must be modi-
fied—modified gradually—but we must begin now—"
"That's exacdy what those radicals advocate. It's Socia&m, no
doubt," Inouye insisted.	r .

